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)
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ORDER GRANTING
APPROVAL OF BOUNDARY

CHANGE
EL01-030

On November 28, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a joint petition from Lake Region Electric Association, Inc. (LREA) and Otter Tail Power
Company (Otter Tail) for approval of an electric service territory agreement.  Following Commission
Staff's inquiry, on December 10, 2001, LREA and Otter Tail requested that the electric service
territory agreement be amended to reflect that the companies were requesting a territory boundary
change instead.  Alan Neilan, the current property owner, is in agreement with the change.

On December 12, 2001, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission considered the
parties' request for approval of the boundary change.  Commission Staff recommended approval.

The Commission finds that it has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 49-34A,
specifically, 49-34A-4, 49-34A-42, and 49-34A-55.  Further, the Commission finds that the proposed
transfer of property between LREA and Otter Tail will avoid the unnecessary duplication of facilities,
provide adequate electric service to the customer, and promote the efficient and economical use
and development of the electric systems of LREA and Otter Tail.  Finally the Commission finds that
the approval of the boundary change is in the public interest and the request shall be granted.  As
the Commission's final decision in this matter, it is therefore 

ORDERED, that the request seeking approval of the boundary change is hereby granted.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 20th day of December, 2001.
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